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Introduced by Council Member Lumb and Substituted on the Floor of Council:
RESOLUTION 2014-598-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE LIFE AND OUTSTANDING, HEROIC  SERVICE OF REAR ADMIRAL ROBERT B. FULLER, UNITED STATES NAVY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
throughout the annals of its history, the United States of America has been exceedingly fortunate and blessed in having in the ranks of its military leaders those whose valor and gallantry have kept our homeland safe and our  people free; and
WHEREAS,
Admiral Robert Fuller was born in Quitman, Mississippi on November 23, 1927; soon thereafter, his family relocated to Jacksonville, Florida where the future naval officer attended West Riverside Elementary, Landon Junior High and Landon High Schools; thereafter to Emory College at Oxford in Oxford Georgia; and
WHEREAS,
in July 1945, Admiral Fuller enlisted in the United States Navy, served as a fireman aboard the destroyer USS Waldron (DD-699) from October 1945 until he left active duty on August 6, 1946; the following year, he entered the United States Naval Academy, graduating with a commission as an Ensign in the U.S. Navy in June 1951; and

WHEREAS,
Admiral Fuller’s tour of duty in the United States Navy was expansive; after a teaching stint at the Naval Academy, Ensign Fuller was designated a Naval Aviator  in November 1952 and commenced service as a pilot with VF-192 at Moffett Field California, followed by an assignment with the Combat Information Center School at NAS Glynco, Georgia, then as Flag Lieutenant for Carrier Division Seven at NAS Miramar, California; after  service at the Pentagon in 1965, Commander Fuller attended Armed Forces Staff College at Norfolk, Virginia; following that assignment, in 1966, Commander Fuller served as Executive Officer of VA-44 at NAS Cecil Field, Florida; and
WHEREAS,
by the mid-60s, America’s involvement in Vietnam had become full-scale; by January 1967, the air war had  rapidly escalated; sites in North Vietnam previously off-limits were opened for U.S. air strikes; CDR Robert B. Fuller was a A-4 Skyhawk pilot and the commanding officer of Attack Squadron 76(VA-76) aboard the Essex class carrier Bon Homme Richard; and
WHEREAS,
on July 14, 1967, CDR Fuller launched on a mission near the city of Hun Yen in Hai Hung Province, North Vietnam where his aircraft was shot down by the North Vietnamese; CDR Fuller ejected, was captured and held as a prisoner of war for the next sixty-eight months in Hoa Lo’ Prison also known as the “Hanoi Hilton”; as a POW, CDR Fuller was subjected to torture by ropes, leg irons and 25 months of solitary confinement; during this period as a POW, Robert B. Fuller was promoted to the rank of Captain; he was released on March 4, 1973 in Operation Homecoming; on the tarmac, as he arrived at Naval Air Station Jacksonville on the night of March 8, 1973, Captain Robert B. Fuller proclaimed: “America! My America! How beautiful you are! I stand here tonight as a free man thanks to the American people, the love and devotion of my darling wife and mother, and to our great Commander-in-Chief.” Captain Robert B. Fuller was subsequently the Commanding Officer of the aircraft carrier USS America (CV-66) from 1976-1978 and was promoted to Rear Admiral in January 1978; and
WHEREAS,
Admiral Robert Byron Fuller’s distinguished career in the United States Navy spanned from July 1945 to his retirement in November 1982; he amassed a total of 6,710 flight hours, his carrier ship landings numbered 640; his combat awards include the Navy Cross, 2 Silver Stars, the Defense Superior Service Medal, 2 Legion of Merit with Combat “V”, 4 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 2 Bronze Stars with Combat “V”,, 13 Air Medals, 2 Purple Hearts, a POW Medal, 3 Navy Commendation Medals and the Republic of Vietnam Air Gallantry Cross with Silver Wings; his is a storied record of service, bravery, sacrifice and love of country; it is our honor to recognize and  commend  Rear Admiral Robert Byron Fuller; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor Rear Admiral Robert Byron Fuller for his distinguished career in the United States Navy and the Jacksonville community and wish him all the best for good health and Godspeed in the days ahead.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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